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Note to Teachers:

You are tired and overworked, and here you are looking at this Study Guide. I know that
your time and energy has limits. That is where this Study Guide and video production
comes in.

The purpose of this Study Guide is to offer questions that will help trigger
discussion and further information points brought up in this video production, as well as
information and concepts not discussed in this video set. Please, please make this video
set your own. Find the Fun Productions is not here to tell you what to do, but to be a
partner in what you do. We want you to have the freedom to stop the video when you
want, cut to a section in the textbook, come back to video or do an extension activity, ask
a question, sing a song from the downloadable lyrics on the website
(www. findthefunproductions.com).

Most importantly, we want you, the teacher, to see multiple entry points of
learning and capitalize on these educational opportunities. For example, when Lincoln is
on that balance board and you see Lincoln in an unbalanced situation, pulled from the
North and the South, here is an entry point to bring in additional information. Use the
shadow puppetry, the radio play to talk about the lack of education for Black Americans
during the Civil War era. See the songs, the emotional monologues, see this video set as
a way to break the wall down between you and your students, a way to reach your
students viscerally and emotionally. When the wall begins to crumble you charge in.

We thank you for using Find the Fun Production videos. We are grateful to be a
partner in your classroom, and look forward to hearing from you.

“THE CIVIL WAR: AMERICAN AGAINST AMERICAN”



STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS

The purpose of this study guide is to allow further exploration of video topics as well
information not discussed in the video presentation. Preview the guide as you
preview the video production. Find the fun. Make the questions, the production
work for you and your students.

PART 1:

The objective of the following questions and extension activities is to further
student understanding of the following topics:

Contrast of Northern/Southern life

Contrast of American: 1787 vs. American 1850

Slave Power

Slave trade of Colonial times vs. early 1800s

Cotton: why cash crop

Slave Music

1) A farmer from Alabama says the North does our trading and
manufacturing mostly it is true and we are willing that they should.
Why are the North and South, in the 1850s, seen as two different
countries? Is this true today? Is the United States of 1787, a
different country than the United States of 18507

2) What is Slave Power? How has the slave trade and slavery changed
since Colonial times?

3) The Plantation owner sings: “...our cash crop cotton.” To whom did
the South sell their cotton? What was the connection between slavery
expanding and cotton production?

4) Did the North profit from Southern slavery?

5) John Little talks of singing while being in chains. What is the
connection between music and slavery?

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

1) Make your own marbles.

2) Learn the rules of Marbles and play the game.

3) Research the life of Sarah Grimké.

4) Develop a questionnaire that explores how people feel about laws;
laws they agree with, laws people tend to ignore, would like changed,
what new laws should be instituted?

5) Create your own radio play depicting Northern life, Southern life in
the 1850s. Sample Topics: children factory worker, white children
living on a Plantation, new immigrants to America.



6) Grow your own cotton. Clean the cotton and use the cotton to create a
cotton product.

7) Research Slave songs. Find an event in your life, in the world that
exemplifies an act of injustice. Write a song of any style extolling the
event.

PART II

The objective of the following questions and extension activities is to

further student understanding of the following topics:

Underground Railroad

Rail transportation

Presidential Platform: 1860

Kansas-Nebraska Act

Secession

N/S ideas of liberty, of honest toil

Civil War: I* modern War

Manassas defeat: What North learned

1) Being a slave and being able to play wasn’t enough to keep slaves
from running away. What is the Underground Railroad and why was
it called by this name? Who was considered the famous “conductor”
of the Underground Railroad?

2) Trains and train tracks were spreading across America. What is the
Transcontinental Railroad? What would such a link mean to
travelers, to the transportation of good, to the protection of America’s
western states, and land speculators? Could such a railroad help the
North if Civil War were to start?

3) What did Abraham Lincoln and the Republican Party promise to
citizens during the Presidential campaign?

4) While on the balance board, Lincoln says that he hears the South and
that the Declaration of Independence says that if the government
doesn’t do what you want you can get a new government. In the
Declaration of Independence it actually talks about when a
government is destructive and doesn’t allow citizens liberty and the
pursuit of happiness you have the right to create a new government.
Is liberty, the pursuit of happiness another way of saying that people
should be able to do as they want? Do the North and South have the
same definition of liberty? Do Northerners and Southerners wish to
pursue the same kind of happiness? Do citizens have the right to form
a new government if that government won’t allow people to do what
they want, even if what they want is unjust?



5) In the “Bonnie Blue Flag” it says, “fighting for our property we
gained by honest toil?” What do you think Harry Macarthy, the

songwriter means by “honest toil?”

6) The Nebraska-Kansas Act (of 1854) threw out the Missouri
Compromise prohibiting slavery in the Northern territories and
allowed citizens to decide if Kansas and Nebraska should be a free or
slave state! Just writing this makes my jaw go slack. This Act
basically promoted chaos and killing as pro and anti-slavery forces
raced to make Kansas and Nebraska a free or slave state. What does
such inept and dangerous legislation say about the government’s
ability to deal with the issue of slavery? How did the Nebraska-
Kansas Act change politics in America?

7) Was the South within its rights to form their own Southern nation?
Use tariffs, the Declaration of Independence, other facts, sources to
support your answer.

8) In the video, reporters were on the battlefront. This Civil War image
is a very modern image of war. Why was the Civil War considered
to be the first “modern” war?

9) What do you think the North learned by the defeat at the First Battle
of Bull Run or the Battle of Manassas?

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

1) Design your own Seccession flag.

2) Write your own song of Secession or Northern Protest Song against
Seccession.

3) Transform John Steele Henderson’s letter to his parents into a short
play.

4) Recreate President Lincoln on the “balance board.” What would you
say to the North, to the South?

5) Lincoln on the “balance board” is a physical way to make sense of the
President’s struggle. Ask students to get on the board and “lean” to
the North and state 3 facts, then to the South and state 3 facts. Can
you think of other physical ways to demonstrate a Civil War concept?

6) Create your own Teen Civil War Magazine.

(Note: You can get copies of Children’s Civil War magazines through

your Public Library...ask a librarian at the Reference Desk. Here are

some sample magazine titles: “Our Young Folk,” “The Student and the

Schoolmate,” and “Forrester’s Playmate.”



PART III

The objective of the following questions and extension activities is to further
student understanding of the following topics:

War: Comparing American Revolution vs. American Civil War

High casualty rates and the rise of national cemeteries

Conscription

Comparing treatment of white vs. black soldiers

Telegraph

Changing women’s roles at home

Civil War kid gangs

1) Are there any similarities between how the British and Colonists
fought during the American Revolution and how the North and South
fought during the Civil War?

2) The video mentions casualty statistics. Why were so many killed

and wounded? (Remember Part II question 8)

3) One reason the Civil War was considered to be the first “modern” war
was the invention of the telegraph. Do you think the invention of the
Telegraph could change the style of letter writing as instant messaging
has changed virtual letter writing? (Remember telegraph messages,
like instant messaging of today, were short, clipped, sentences of
information.)

4) Northern forces were larger than Southern forces. What did the South
have to do make sure men would fight? Did the North do the same?
Why were men allowed to sign contracts stating how long they would
fight? Do you think the armies were made up of men from poor or
wealthy families? Why?

5) How did women’s roles change because so many men were at war?

6) Black Americans were allowed to join the Union Army. Were Black
soldiers treated the same as White soldiers?

7) There were countless deaths due to Civil War. Did this change how
the nation honored those who had fallen in battle?

8) BONUS QUESTION: In the video, there is an ongoing section called
“Just the Facts.” During this section facts are stated as I am wearing
sunglasses. Why the sunglasses?

EXTENSION ACTIVITES:

1) Build your own telegraph.

2) In Richmond, Virginia (the Capitol of the Confederacy) life became
very difficult. Kid gangs formed. President Jefferson Davis’s sons
Jefferson Jr. and Joseph Evan were members of a “hill cat” gang.



Research Civil War Gangs. How do they compare to modern-day
gangs? (Good Source: Charles M. Wallace wrote a book, The Boy
Gangs of Richmond in the Dear Old Days. (Richmond, Virginia:
Richmond Press, Inc. 1938).

3) Write a dialog between a Southern and Northern soldier during a
momentary truce.

4) Stage a play/dance about a Field hospital. Focus less on the gore and
more on relationships between soldiers, between nurses and soldiers,
of nurses working to maintain sanitary conditions, etc.

5) Many kids joined the war without their parents consent. Many
mothers wrote letters to President Lincoln pleading to have their sons
return. You are a parent, write a letter to the President asking to have
your son returned to you; state the reasons you need your son at home.

6) Research a Civil War battle and write a rap song. Is your intention to
expose the fact, the emotions, include quotes? What do you want this
audience to learn?
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